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cover  image  
“Oh, How He Loves Us” created by Anna 
Zimmerman. Faint overlay of wording 
taken from Song of Solomon chapter 4, 
which talks about God’s love for His 
bride, the Church.  

subscribe  
We’d love for you to join us on our  
journey here at Bethel. To opt into  
receiving this newsletter (which is printed 
in black and white) in your mailbox at 
church or at home, please call or email 
the church office. To subscribe to  
receiving it via email, please visit our 
website.  

www.bethelstpaul.com 
blc@bethelstpaul.com 
670 W Wheelock Pkwy  
Saint Paul, MN 55117 
651-488-6681 

 
Oh, How He Loves Us 

 
Winter greetings, brothers and sisters! Welcome to this 
quarter’s edition of the Bethel Banner! In this issue, we 
wanted to focus specifically on how much our Heavenly 
Father truly loves us. Winter can often feel so cold and 
lonely for many, especially in the frigid state of  
Minnesota! It’s during the times of cold and loneliness, 
however, that the Lord makes known to us how warm 
His love is.  
 
The author of 1 John speaks beautifully on God’s rich 
love for us, His children:  
 

“See what  great  love  the Father  has  
lav ished on  us ,  tha t  we should  be  

cal led  chi ldren  of  God!  And that  is  
what  we are!”  (3:1)  

 
What does this mean (as Luther would ask)? Beloved, 
this means that you are a child of God. Parents: think of 
all that you would do for your child out of the  
unconditional love you have for them—regardless of the 
mistakes they make. The Father and Creator of the  
universe loves each of us exponentially more! As you 
read this issue of the Banner, we pray that this message 
hits home. Like a cup of hot coffee warms the body, may 
the Lord ever warm your soul with His love.  
 
Written in His love,  
Bethel Lutheran Church 
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By the time you read this, I will have been in 
your midst as Vacancy Pastor since November 30.  
That was one day premature but I “insisted” on  
being able to conduct Midweek Advent services, 
and if so I had to start sometime during the first 
week of Advent.    

It has not been enough time to learn most of 
your names yet.  But interaction with many of you 
has made it possible to know some of you by 
name.  Give me time; I’m working at it! 

I have chosen to be present in the building on 
at least three days a week, and more times when 
called upon.   

 

off ice hours  
· Mondays, 9:00am through at least 12 noon, if 

not later.  
 Monday staff meetings are at 9-10am. 

· Wednesdays, around 2:00pm - 8:00pm  
 Bulletin proofing 
 Confirmation is at 6:30pm - 8pm 

· Sundays, 8:30am - 12pm. 
 Worship at 9:30am 
 Bible Class at 11:00am 

 

preaching  and Bib le  class  
Once a month Rev. Dr. Holst will take the  

Sunday worship and Bible class and I will not have 
to travel that Sunday to Bethel.  Once a month  
Pastor Fofana will preach and I will assist with the 
liturgy so will also be here for the Bible Class. 

GodSpeak continues its reading of  “The Story”.   
 

It has been an interesting two months of  
re-discovering my roots.  Most mornings I will come 
from West 7th to Lexington Ave to Como Lake 
which brings me right past Central Lutheran School 

where I attended for eight years.  Word has come 
back from some of you that the mention of my 
name has sparked recognition in people at Central 
and Concordia Academy.  I’m not surprised  
because all eight of us Drews children attended 
Central Lutheran, and my brother and I attended 
Concordia Academy when it was still on the College 
Campus, and two younger sisters attended  
Lutheran High in Roseville (now Concordia  
Academy).  With my Dad as pastor at Jehovah for 
18 years he was also heavily involved in the schools. 

It was not unusual for guests to be present for 
Sunday dinner around the dining room table at the 
parsonage on W. Minnehaha.  Most often it was 
teachers from Central Lutheran (who also were 
members at Jehovah), but also students from  
Concordia (though not as often).   Depending on 
how many “extra people” showed up, the word 
would get around to the Drews children:  “FHB.”  
That meant “family hold back” from taking too 
much food; let the guests be served first. 

I am enjoying the opportunity to serve at Bethel.  
You are a friendly 
group of people 
who have wel-
comed me warmly.  
Thanks!  Hopefully 
God will answer 
prayers for another 
servant to join with 
this actively in-
volved group in a 
timely fashion! 

Rev. Dennis Drews 

FROM THE VACANCY PASTOR 
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TOUGH 
LOVE 
Anna Zimmerman, DDO 

When you hear the word “love”, what do you think 
of? Some may think of roses and chocolates,  
maybe kisses and hugs, x’s and o’s. It’s interesting, 
in the same conversation, I can say “I love you,  
darling” to my husband and then say “Oh my 
goodness I love Pizza Lucé!” Love takes on many 
meanings and wears many hats in our society. 

One love hat that doesn’t get recognized often is 
that of tough love. When I think of tough love, I 
think of a swift kick in the pants for a good reason, 
or a time-out for a child. The phrase “tough love” is 
often associated with discipline. For me, it’s easy to 
draw a thick line between the vision of poems-and-
chocolates, fairy-tale love and tough love. “Tough 
love” has negative connotations, and often the 
word “love” in that phrase is overshadowed and 
forgotten.  

But what if the deepest form of love isn’t roses and 
Hallmark cards? What if the truest, deepest love is 
tough love? The “tough love” that I’m referring to 
might be different than what the phrase is  
traditionally known for. Take the following story as 
an example of this deep, tough love. 

A father and his daughter went skiing one chilly, 

Minnesotan day. Only 6 years old, this young girl 
was pretty good at skiing. Her father would often 
go to the top of a hill with her, and let her start  
going down on her own as he watched and caught 
up to her before she reached the bottom. The  
father let his daughter go on her own like this often, 
but always kept careful watch over his precious 
child.  

During one such instance of this, he saw that her ski 
path was leading her straight toward a concrete, 
active fire pit. Of course, being small and only 6, the 
young girl couldn’t see over the people to know the 
danger she was headed for. But when the father 
saw this, he acted quickly. Flying down the hill as 
fast as he could, he reached his daughter and only 
had time to take her into his own arms and crash 
them into the snow together.  

Naturally, the daughter sat up from this shocked, 
and she began to cry. Not sure what to think and 
unaware of the heroic act her father just performed, 
the daughter cried, “Daddy, why did you crash into 
me?” The father simply took her into his loving arms 
and held her safe and tight.  

You see, tough love isn’t simply discipline.  
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Dictionary.com defines tough in 
this way: “strong and durable; 
not easily broken or cut”, 
“capable of endurance; sturdy; 
hardy”. Tough love in this case 
isn’t just discipline, although to 
the little girl in the story, it 
probably felt pretty hurtful. 
Tough love is the kind of love 
that endures and can’t be  
broken. Tough love might be 
painful at times! But it’s love, 
nonetheless.  

Love isn’t just a fluffy, fairy tale 
concept. A true, rich love digs 
deeper than into the chocolate 
box. Through this tough love, 
the girl in the story was given 
an invaluable gift unable to be 
purchased in stores (like cards 
or roses can be). She was able 
to be wrapped in her father’s 
protective, loving arms. So  
often when we go through life’s 
struggles do we forget that we 
have this opportunity with our 
Heavenly Father! Nowhere in 
the Bible does it say that as 
Christ-followers we will have life 
easy. In fact, we see examples 
of quite the opposite in many 
places in scripture. However, we 
see countless promises of God’s 
ever-faithful love and  
commitment to us, His children.  

Like the father in the story who 
saw the danger ahead for his 

daughter, 
our Heavenly 
Father sees 
our lives and 
knows what’s 
best for us, too. 
Sometimes life will 
feel like we’re  
being tackled into 
the snow! It’s in 
those times, though, 
that we can remember 
whose arms were 
stretched out by nails to 
take our pain. Jesus Christ 
saw danger ahead for us in 
the sin we wrapped  
ourselves in, and expressed 
the ultimate tough love 
for us on the cross. His 
tough love is strong and 
durable; so strong that 
it stayed on the cross 
to accomplish our life 
eternal with Him. His 
love isn’t just a box 
of chocolates: it’s a 
tough love that 
wraps us into  
His protective, 
wonderful 
arms.  

 

 

v e r s e s   
a b o u t  
G o d ’ s   

To u g h  L o v e  
“Be strong and  

courageous. Don’t  
tremble! Don’t be afraid 
of them The Lord your 
God is the one who is  

going with you. He won’t 
abandon you or leave you.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 
 

“Don’t be afraid, because I am 
with you. Don’t be intimidated; I 
am your God. I will strengthen 

you. I will help you. I will support 
you with my victorious right 

hand.” Isaiah 41:10 
 

“God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in times of trouble.”  

Psalm 46:1 
 

“Even though I walk into 
the middle of trouble, 

you guard my life 
against the anger of 

my enemies. You 
stretch out your 
hand, and your 
right hand saves 
me.” Psalm 138:7 

 
“They follow 
me, and I give 
them eternal 
life. They will 

never be 
lost, and no 

one will 
tear them 

away 
from 
me.” 
John 
10:27
-29 
  

f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  
As you are well aware, RJ and I 
have become pregnant (with a 
boy!) and celebrate greatly in this 
gift God has given us. This means 
a lot of change for us as a family, 
but it also means change for 
Bethel as well. 

We have begun looking for a 
blessed individual to step into the 
Ministry Coordinator position 
indefinitely while I am on  
maternity leave. This position 
would be 20 hours a week. 

What are some of the perks of 

the job that I’ve enjoyed? I’ve 
enjoyed having my hands pretty 
deep into the worship planning. 
I’ve also really enjoyed being 
able to use my *limited* graphic 
design skills to create works like 
this newsletter! Most of all, 
though, this job has offered me 
an opportunity to really get to 
know so many of our wonderful 
members here at Bethel. 

Think that this is a job that you 
could see yourself in? Through 
February, we will be accepting 
applications which you can find 

for a short time on our website.  

RJ and I ask that you continue to 
pray for us as we prepare for the 
miracle growing and developing 
in me. We have been fascinated 
by baby’s movements and  
personality—which he definitely 
has already!  

anna@bethelstpaul.com 
bethelstpaul.com/blog/ 

annas-blog 

5 
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HAPPEN ING 
 

BETHEL 

here’s  what’s  

What ’s happened :  
Living Nativity We had a few hundred people 
show up on a gorgeous, snowy night and were 
able to share the beautiful message of Christ’s 
birth, as well as open our doors to neighbors 
and local small businesses for an amazing  
Bethlehem experience. Praise God!  
Trunk n Treat While a small turn out on our 
church’s part, we had a great neighborhood 
showing! We ate hot dogs, drank cider, and  
enjoyed the company of our neighborhood.   

Call Process The process is moving along! 
Thanks for voting in December to call from the 
field. Please pray for our Call process in the  
following ways: 
* For our committee members: Mark Meier, 

Jeff Bartels, Suzie Norris, Don Weber, Dave 
Stueber, Sarah Pieper, Anna Zimmerman, 
Kent Kaiser & Ben Woto. 

* Pray for Bethel members to know that God is 
present and working during our call process. 

* Pray for our future Pastor to know that God 
is present in his decision making. 

* Pray for Pastor Dennis Drews, Bethel's  
vacancy Pastor.   

Child Care Center This project is slowly  
progressing, but listen for little ones running 
through the church VERY soon!  

 

What ’s in progress :  

Football Movie Night at Bethel In the spirit of 
Super Bowl Sunday, come enjoy the faith-based 
football film, "Woodlawn". Great for most ages! 
All are welcome! 

Blessing Bag Packing Mark your calendars for  
February 12. Instead of Bible Study and Sunday 
School, we will be packing blessing bags! It's 
cold outside, and many people are left on the 
streets without basic necessities. These blessing 
bags, created through Curbside Prophets  
Ministries, truly are a blessing to those receive 
them. Here’s a list of donations needed to pack 
the bags with: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valentine’s Dinner Happening February 25! Look 
to your eNews for more details soon!  

“55” Club Fellowship meets on the second 
Thursday of each month (February 9, March 9, 
April 13). Sign up one week  prior to each meet-
ing in the lounge. 

Lifted Up Ski Retreat with SFC Snowboarders 
and Skiers for Christ partners with Bethel to ski 
with us! Mark March 10 to go skiing!  

Lent Lenten services start on Ash Wednesday, 
March 1 with the series, “ Living Lent: The  
Animals Tell the Story”.  

Easter Garden Each year we decorate our 
church with beautiful spring potted plants that 
you purchase and take home! Watch your 
eNews for more details.   

Community Garden “...but it’s only February!” 
you might say. The garden takes a lot of  
planning! Talk to Rich Gall or Anna Zimmerman 
if you’re interested in a plot or with helping.  

eNews: Want to see these updates weekly? Sign 
on to our Bethel eNews! Simply go to our  
website to subscribe.  

What ’s go ing to happen :  

* Water bottles 
* Granola bars 
* Bandaids 
* Hand warmers 
* Travel size toiletries 

(shampoo, soap, etc) 
* Socks 

* Gideon size Bibles 
* Jerky, dried food,  

unperishable snacks 
(NO nuts!)  

* Tuna/cracker packs 
* Gallon ziplock  

baggies 
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B e t h e l 
L u t h e r a n 

Winter Verse 
“ See  wha t  g rea t  

l o v e  t he  Fa the r  ha s  
l a v i shed  on  u s ,  t ha t  
we  shou ld  be  ca l l ed  

ch i l d ren  of  God !  
And  tha t  i s  wha t   

we a re ! ”    
1 John 3:1  

Winter Prayer 
Needs 

· For our church’s  
involvement in The Story 

· For our friends in Cat Lake 
· For our church going 

through the Call process 
· For all Christian Schools that 

our children go to; may they 
be sound in faith and in 
teaching 

· For the Zimmermans and 
Vandercars expecting  
babies! 

· For Donald Trump as he 
begins his term as president 
of the USA 

God lays on our hearts the people we are to serve.  We 
pray for God to provide the hands, the talents, the resources 

and the sacrifice it takes to engage that mission.  If God 
provides, we do it.  If He doesn’t, we don’t.  That means  

living on the edge of God’s provision all the time. We  
believe that’s right where He wants us. This is why we  

developed Bethel in Mission. 

people we support: 
South East Asia: Miller Family  

Czech Republic: Hoff Family: 

Cat Lake, ON: First Nations 

Liberia: MBrace 

Saint Paul 

 

Hunger Weekend: April 29-30  
Here in America, we often take a full 

tummy for granted. In many countries, 
it’s a daily struggle to find even one 

meal a day. Join us for a weekend long 
event starting with a Saturday morning 

brunch/worship, packing food with Feed 
My Starving Children, fasting, and finally 
joining our Liberian congregation for a 

potluck Sunday. Raise money for  
organizations that help feed those  

hungry around the world and win prizes!  

t i red of  s i t t ing around?  

Join the LAMP Trip 2017 
This summer, share the love of Christ with an This summer, share the love of Christ with an   

Ojibwa tribe in Cat Lake, ON. Talk to Lynne/Dave Rustad Ojibwa tribe in Cat Lake, ON. Talk to Lynne/Dave Rustad   
or Anna Zimmerman TODAY! or Anna Zimmerman TODAY!   
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service  
Pew Servicing 
Karen Bade 

Counting Team #2 Karen Bade, 
Don and Carolyn Weber 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
2/6: Bob Holst 
2/13: Dave Stueber 
2/20: Betty Paulus & Karita Wienke 
2/27: Karen Bade &Sue Norris 
NOTE: There will be no Feb  
Banner mailing. 
 
 

Pew Servicing 
Alaina Gall 

Counting Team #3 Jim Nash, 
Sharon Bartels, Tim Schmalz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
3/6: Bob Holst 
3/13: Dave Stueber 
3/20: Betty Paulus & Karita Wienke 
3/27: Karen Bade &Sue Norris 
NOTE: There will be no March 
Banner mailing. 
 
 

Pew Servicing 
Betty Paulus 

Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber, 
Karita Wienke 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
4/3: Bob Holst 
4/10: Dave Stueber 
4/17: Betty Paulus, Karita Wienke 
4/24: Karen Bade, Sue Norris 
4/30: Karen Bade, Sharon Bartels 
Banner Assembling Thursday, 
April 26 at 9:15 am Mary Hubert, 
Betty Paulus, Lynette Knippenburg  

f  e  b .  m a r.  a p r.  

Sunday Team Children's Message Acolyte Coffee Hour A/V 

2/5 StJ Sarah Pieper Anna Boll Bob & Gay Wolf RJ Zimmerman 
Don & Carolyn Weber Caleb Boll 

2/12 PHPH Grace Orwick Zander Gall Faye Hayhurst Ruis Family 
Bonnie Renner   

2/19 1 Tim Bob Wolf Caleb Boll Cindy Pohl David Pieper 
Evie Stener Mikayla Head 

2/26 S & R Cara Wilson Sabrina Mora Mike & JoAnn Lange Sean Boll 
Lynne & Dave Rustad Alex Head 

3/5 StJ Gina Marchetti Mikayla Head Faye Hayhurst RJ Zimmerman 
Gina Marchetti Eli Sorenson 

3/12 PHPH Mark Meier Eli Sorenson Becky & David Sorenson Ruis Family 
Dorothy Jorgensen   

3/19 1 Tim Jeff Bartels Cameron Collister Becky Luger David Pieper 
Grace Orwick Caleb Boll 

3/26 S & R Grace Orwick Zander Gall Paul & Jean Beckman Mikayla Head 
Dave & Ruth Bittner Sean Boll 

4/2 StJ Gina Marchetti Caitlyn Murray David & Sarah Pieper RJ Zimmerman 
Traci Matthes Alex Head 

4/9 PHPH Cara Wilson Eli Sorenson Karin & Dave Hagen Ruis Family 
Mike & Kirsten Head   

4/16 1 Tim Pastor Zander Gall Mary Hubert David Pieper 
Steve & Melissa Sorenson Eli Sorenson 

4/23 S & R Grace Orwick Anna Boll Sue Norris Sean Boll 
Bob & Lynne Holst Caleb Boll 

4/30 StJ Sarah Pieper Sabrina Mora 5th Sunday Celebration RJ Zimmerman? 
Mikayla Head 

Want to share the love of Christ by serving? Contact the church office!  
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www.facebook.com/blcstpaul.com www.bethelstpaul.com blc@bethelstpaul.com 651-488-6681    

e v  e  n  t  s  
 by month 

February 
off ice closed   
Feb  1 0 - 1 2  
Feb  22 -26  ( l im i t ed  hou r s )  
Anna  Ou t  o f  O f f i c e  

footbal l  movie  night  
Feb  3 ,  5 : 30  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  
Show ing  “Wood l awn ”  

“55” Club  
Feb  9 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  |  $ $   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  

proper t ies  work  
Feb  1 1 ,  9 : 30  pm  
bag e l s ,  co f f ee ,  j u i ce   
prov id ed  

blessing  bag pack  
Feb  1 2 ,  1 1 : 00  am  
see  p ag e  8  f o r  de t a i l s  

ministry  team  
meet ing  
Feb  1 6 ,  8 : 00  pm  

Valent ine’s  d inner  
Feb  25 ,  1 1 : 00  am  
l ook  t o  eN ews  f o r  t ime  

March 
Ash Wednesday  
service  
Mar ch  1 ,  7 : 00pm  
Sanc tua r y  

l i f ted  up  ski  re treat  
Mar ch  1 0 ,  t ime  T B D  

“55” club  
Mar ch  9 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  |  $ $   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  
leadership  team 
meet ing  
Mar ch  1 6 ,  8 : 00pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  
len ten  services  
Mar ch  1 -Apr i l  5 ,  7 pm  
no  con f i rm a t i on  

proper t ies  work  
da te / t im e  TB D  
bag e l s ,  co f f ee ,  j u i ce   
prov id ed  
 
 

April 
Palm Sunday serv ice  
Apr i l  9 ,  9 : 30am  
Sanc tua r y  

“55” club  
Apr i l  1 3 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  |  $ $   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  
off ice closed   
Apr i l  1 4 - 1 7  

Good Friday  serv ice  
Apr i l  1 4 ,  7 : 00pm  
Sanc tua r y   

Easter  breakfast  
Apr i l  1 6 ,  8 : 00am  
Fe l l owsh ip  H a l l  
Fundra i s e r  f o r  edu .  f und  

Easter  combined  
celebrat ion service  
Apr i l  1 6 ,  9 : 30am  

ministry  team  
meet ing  
Apr i l  20 ,  8 : 00  pm  

hunger  weekend  
Apr i l  29 -30  

s  u  n  d  a  y  s  
9 :30am Wor sh ip  
1 1 : 00am A f r i c an  W or sh ip  
1 : 30pm Sa i n t  John ’ s   
4 :30pm Chu rch /Redeem er  
(Commun ion  e ve r y  1 s t  and  
3 rd  Sun da y  o f  t he  mon th )  
 
 

m o n  d  a  y  s  
9 :00am S t a f f  M ee t i ng  
t  u  e  s  d  a  y  s  
6 :30am Men ’ s  B i b l e  S t udy  
9 :30am P ray e r  G ro up  
1 0 : 00am GodSp eak  G roup  
 
 

w e d  n  e  s  d  a  y  s  
6 :00pm B e l l s   
6 :30pm A f r i c an  Go dSpeak  
    Con f i rm a t i on   
7 :00pm Go dSpeak  G roups  
s  a  t  u  r  d  a  y  s   
6 :00pm A f r i c an  P r ay e r  

 we ekly 
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670 W Wheelock Parkway 
Saint Paul MN 55117 

This issue was mailed 
January 26, 2017 

Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible as a congregation 
We call it GodSpeak: God speaks to you through 
His Word & God speaks through you to others. 

Current GodSpeak series: “The Story” 

tuesdays  
7:30 am, 2nd & 4th of the month: Suzie Norris’ house 
Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454)  
& Suzie Norris (651-645-3811) 
10 am: Bethel Fellowship Hall 
Leader: Anna Zimmerman (651-487-8047) 

wednesdays  
6pm: African, rotates homes each week 
Leader: Rev. Lusienie Fofana (651-216-9242) 
7pm: Bethel Classroom 
Leader: Steve Moeller (651-487-0316) 
7:15 pm: 1105 Montana Ave W 
Leaders: The Rustads (651-489-6834) & Jeff Bartels 

Can’t make it to any of these options?  
Call the church office! Also check out our Sunday 

morning adult Bible study at 11:00am, and for kids our 
Kingdom Quest Sunday School!  

Do something valuable  

Join a Godspeak group 

“See what  great  love  the Father  has  lavished  on  us ,  that  we should  
be cal led chi ldren  of  God!  And that  is  what  we are!”  1  John 3:1  


