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We’d love for you to join us on our  
journey here at Bethel. To opt into  
receiving this newsletter (which is printed 
in black and white) in your mailbox at 
church or at home, please call or email 
the church office. To subscribe to  
receiving it via email, please visit our 
website.  

www.bethelstpaul.com 
blc@bethelstpaul.com 
670 W Wheelock Pkwy  
Saint Paul, MN 55117 
651-300-2642 

 

collateral creation 
 

By Gina Marchetti 
 

Bare toes on chilly concrete, 
Smiling feet sting joyfully 

At rekindled freedom. 
Goosebumps crawl up the skin 

On my sleeveless arms, 
And the scent of impending summer 

Tantalizes my senses 
With a brief kiss on the nose. 
Grandpa grass, old and gray 

Awaiting new life just around the bend, 
And naked trees 

Baring their skeletons  
Anticipate brand new garments of green.  

The temperature still hangs low, 
Yet the world here is warm. 

A chorus of anxious tires 
Carting around metal boxes  

Filled with people 
Along a pathway of pavement 

Invades the night air  
With a dull hum of restlessness  

That orchestrates the soundtrack 
Of my eventide peace. 

A twisted form of nature, 
Collateral beauty, 

As a result of practical intentions. 
An unplanned covalent bond 

Of purpose and pleasure. 
Humanity manipulates the earth 

Life Father, like Son, 
Like us.  
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“To make suggests making something out of something the 
way a carpenter makes wooden boxes out of wood.  To  
create suggests making something out of nothing the way 
an artist makes paintings or poems.  It is true that artists, 
like carpenters, have to use something else, such as paint, or 
words, but the beauty or meaning they make is different 
from the material they make it out of.  To create is to make 
something essentially new.”  -Frederick Buechner 
When God created the creation, God made something where before 
there had been nothing, and as the author of the book of Job puts it,  
“…the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for 
joy” (Job 38:7) at the sheer and shining novelty of the thing.  The 
hymnist John Keble writes: 

 “New every morning is the love   
Our wakening and uprising prove  

Through sleep and darkness safely brought,   
restored to life and power and thought.”  

Using the same old materials of earth, air, fire, and water, every 
twenty-four hours God creates something new out of them.  If we 
think we’re seeing the same show all over again seven times a week, 
we’re mistaken.  Every morning we wake up to something that in all 
eternity never was before and never will be again.  And the “I” that 
wakes up was never the same before and will never be the same 
again either. 

Bethel Lutheran Congregation is a part of the “new every morning” 
that Jesus creates for us in his love.  A part of that something “new” 
will be a new pastor to “shepherd the flock.”  A call has been  
extended already but as of this writing [a few days before Palm  
Sunday] we do not know whether our call has been accepted or  
returned.  Whatever happens, we know that our Lord is controlling 
the outcomes.   

Rev. Dennis Drews 

FROM THE VACANCY PASTOR 

We also know the new pastor, 
whomever it is, will be new to  
Bethel and will not do ministry in 
the same way as has been done in 
the past.  The new pastor will have 
a unique set of skills that make him 
who he is. Together with each  
congregant’s skills, pastor and  
people will have what is needed 
from our Lord to do ministry in this 
building and in this neighborhood. 

I commend the members of Bethel 
for their “pulling together” during a 
time of pastoral vacancy.  You have 
continued strong in your  
commitment to do the work of the 
Lord without full-time pastoral 
leadership.  You continue to use 
your unique set of skills to be in 
ministry to those with whom you 
come into contact.   

You can anticipate new pastoral 
leadership in God’s time.  My  
prayer is that we will soon rejoice 
together at an installation of a  
full-time pastor at Bethel.  We are 
bold to confess with the hymnist 
from the 8th century: 

“Christ is our cornerstone, On Him 
alone we build; With His true saints 
alone The courts of heav’n are 
filled. On His great love Our hopes 
we place Of present grace and joys 
above.” 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  
2 corinthians  5:17    



 

 spring 2017   Bethel Banner  | 5 

I was a member of the boy scouts for many 
years while growing up.  The boy scouts 
motto is: "Be prepared". One of the leaders 
took a number of us on what we thought 
was a short trip.  
As the sun started to set, our leader turned 
to us and said that it was too late for us to 
go back, we will have to spend the night 
where we were. As we went through the 
night, we learned what being prepared  
really meant. 
It would be great to be prepared for  
everything life would throw at us. But the 

truth is that we will always, at some point in 
our lives, find ourselves unprepared.  
Perhaps it will be an illness or sudden death 
in the family or the loss of a job. But no  
human being has ever prepared for  
everything. The exception is Jesus, the  
sinless son of God. Jesus was prepared for 
his betrayal, his death, and his resurrection. 
He even knew where he would share his last 
Passover meal. His disciples may have been 
surprised by these things. But for Jesus, the 
moment he would save us had long been 
prepared for years ago. Amen.  

Rev. Lusienie Fofana 

THE MOMENT HAS BEEN  
PREPARED FOR 
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HAPPEN ING 
 

BETHEL 

here’s  what’s  

What ’s happened :  
Easter Breakfast Thank you to all who  
volunteered to help with the Easter breakfast! 
The free-will offering collected brought in $455 
and will be going toward a fix for the piano in 
our sanctuary. Thank you!  
Blessing Bag Packing On February 12, our  
congregation helped pack 100 bags to hand out 
to the people we see on the corners of streets, 
asking for money. It is a beautiful thing to see so 
many of you serve our city. Praise God.  
Child Care Center The Como Child  
Development is finally up and running—and so 
are the kids! It is wonderfully refreshing to hear 
the kids throughout the building. 

Our newly Called pastor, Rev. Andrew Prin 
Praise God! We have called a pastor and he has 
accepted!! Look for more information and a “get
-to-know-you” article in your eNews. Please 
pray for Bethel and the Prins in this transition. 
We also thank Rev. Dennis Drews for stepping in 
as our vacancy pastor! Write him a thank you 
card or step into the office to personally thank 
him for his time.  
 

New Office Number To get a hold of the office, 
call our new number 651-300-2642. Call/text  
anytime and be sure to leave a message. We 
can receive your calls on the go and even read 
voicemails!  

Custodial Change In February, our long time 
custodian Steve Moeller retired. We want to 
thank him for all of his service  here at Bethel! 
We would also like to thank all who helped keep 
the building clean in the transition—especially 
the Webers and Tim Schmalz. We now have a 
new custodial team. If you happen to see them, 
be sure to say hello!  

Youth Room Change Due to a room needed for 
the Day Care Center, the youth room needed to 
be relocated. Don’t worry—the youth still have 
their own space! It is still downstairs, but is in 
room 10. The old youth room is now filled with 
baby cribs and a new one way door that leads 
to the alley.   
 
 
Anna’s Maternity Leave Anna Zimmerman will 
be on maternity leave (yay for a baby!). Gina 
Marchetti will be stepping in indefinitely as  
Ministry Coordinator. Her hours will be Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday 9am-1pm, and Wednesday 
9am-5pm. Be sure to welcome her warmly! Get 
to know her in her article—just flip the page!  
 

Community Garden Some of you have signed 
up to garden a plot of the community garden, 
or as we like to call it, the “Garden of Weedin’”. 
We are so excited to see what gets planted! Be 
sure to talk to Rich Gall for all details and  
guidelines for this fun project.  
 
 

LAMP Trip Every year, Bethel sends a group of 
missionaries to Cat Lake, ON to share the love 
of Christ with the Native people who live there. 
Flip the page to see how you can get involved! 

Confirmation Sunday On May 21, join our  
congregation as we celebrate the confirmation 
of Caleb Boll, Caitlyn Murray, and Eli Sorenson! 
Service will be at 9:30 with a cake reception  
following in the fellowship hall.   

Rev. Prin Installation Service On Thursday, May 
25th at 6:30pm 

eNews: Want to see these updates weekly? Sign 
on to our Bethel eNews! Simply go to our  
website to subscribe.  

 

What ’s in progress :  

What ’s go ing to happen :  
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B e t h e l 
L u t h e r a n 

Spring Verse 
Forget what happened in the 

past, and do not dwell on 
events from long ago. I am 

going to do something new. 
It is already happening. Don’t 
you recognize it? I will clear a 
way in the desert. I will make 

rivers on dry land.  
Isaiah 43:18-19  

Spring Prayer 
Needs 

· For our friends in Cat Lake 
· For Rev. Prin and his family 

as they transition to Bethel 
· For our government and its 

leaders; may they lead well 
and make wise decisions 

· For the many refugees 
worldwide and stateside 

· For the Zimmermans as 
they adjust with a new baby 

· Praise for all on our Call 
committee—thank God for 
their hard work in helping 
us Call a pastor! 

God lays on our hearts the people we are to serve.  We 
pray for God to provide the hands, the talents, the resources 

and the sacrifice it takes to engage that mission.  If God 
provides, we do it.  If He doesn’t, we don’t.  That means  

living on the edge of God’s provision all the time. We  
believe that’s right where He wants us. This is why we  

developed Bethel in Mission. 

people we support: 
South East Asia: Miller Family  

Czech Republic: Hoff Family: 

Cat Lake, ON: First Nations 

Liberia: MBrace 

Saint Paul 

 

t i red of  s i t t ing around?  

Join the LAMP Trip 2017 
This summer, share the love of Christ with an This summer, share the love of Christ with an   

Ojibwa tribe in Cat Lake, ON. Talk to Lynne/Dave Rustad today! Ojibwa tribe in Cat Lake, ON. Talk to Lynne/Dave Rustad today!   
See the next page for pictures! See the next page for pictures!   

Do you speak English? 
s tart ing this  fal l .  go to  

bethels tpaul .com/teach_esl /   
to  learn more and apply .   

t e a c h   I t ! 
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Thank you notes 

 

This will be our fifth year visiting Cat Lake, a  
remote village in Ontario. Our goal is to pour as 
much love into the people of Cat Lake as we are 
able. This includes: teaching Bible lessons to the 
children through a Vacation Bible School format, 
hosting evening prayer opportunities and Bible 
studies for interested attendees, and in our 
downtime, playing games (baseball, kickball, 
swimming) with all the energy required to keep 
up with kids of all ages!  

At this point we do not know the dates of the trip. 
Housing is limited in the village, so we are waiting 
to hear from the coordinators at Cat Lake about 

when there will be an opening for us to stay.  
Once the dates are set, and the team is formed 
you an still be involved by donating supplies or 
funds needed and praying for the group. Pray for 
the formation of the team, for save travels, for 
kids to show up, and most importantly, that they 
will see how much Jesus loves them.  

Lamp 2017 

Ephesians 3:18  
“We pray that you will grasp how wide 

and long and high and deep the love of 
Christ is.” 

Dear Bethel Lutheran Church, 
Thank you very much for your generous donation of 
hygiene items for our residents. As you know, our 
residents often arrive from prison with just the 
clothes on their back. Being able to give them  
personal hygiene items helps to make their arrival 
and transition easier. It is very much appreciated. We 
are so grateful for your ongoing support of VOA Ro-
seville. Thank you again!  
Tracy Harris, Social Services Coordinator, Volunteers 
of America.  

Dear Anna and anonymous Bethel benefactors, 
Thank you for your thoughtful and generous gift 
card to the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre. That was 
very kind and caring - especially since it is  
undeserved. You are gracious people. Whoever you 
are, I, like you, am blessed to praise and serve our 
Lord at Bethel. God loves a cheerful giver and I pray 
that you rejoice in your gift. I also believe that God 
loves a cheerful receiver of blessings from God and 
from His people so you have brought joy into my life 
and walk of fait has well. May God continue to give 
you joy in the Lord as you give Joy in the Lord and 
with His People. I know that Lynne and I will enjoy 
your gift for the Chanhassen - one of our favorite 
places to celebrate life and think about life’s joys and 
challenges as well as God’s blessings. Again, thank 
you and may God continue to bless and keep you. 
Love, In Christ, Bob Holst.  

le t ters  of  thanks  
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f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  
Thanks to the adorable baby in the pictures 
above, I will be the new Ministry Coordinator 
here at Bethel. I am so excited to begin serv-
ing the church in this new way. It’s going to 
be a big learning process to get used to my 
duties here, so I want to thank you in ad-
vance for your patience and help as I grow 
into these new responsibilities.  
 
Some notes for the next few months : 
 
Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday 9am-1pm, and Wednesday 9am-
5pm.  
 
I will be out of town June 24-27, so office 
hours will be determined by Pastor Prin’s 
hours.   
 
That being said, I would like to tell you a little 
bit about myself, for those of you whom I 
have not been able to get to know yet! In ad-
dition to working at Bethel, I work at a small, 

family-owned toy store in White Bear Lake, 
called GoodKids. I’m a sales associate and 
operations assistant there.  
 
Before I run out of space, I wanted to explain 
the poem, “Collateral Creation,” on page 1 a 
little bit. I wrote it a couple years ago when I 
was excited about the improvements in the 
weather. But I’d always loved the sound of 
cars on the highway in the distance. I liked to 
think that God, the creator of beautiful things, 
created people who then go on to create 
beautiful things. This is what I wrote in my 
journal about the poem: 
 
“Our affinity for creating was imprinted on us 
by our creator. How cute is it that we all wan-
na be like daddy? It’s just one of the wonder-
fully exciting and vibrant parts of our relation-
ship with God.”  
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service  
Pew Servicing 
Lynne Holst & 

Suzie Norris 
Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber, 
Karita Wienke 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
5/1: Bob Holst 
5/8: Dave Stueber 
5/15: Betty Paulus & Karita Wienke 
5/22: Karen Bade &Sue Norris 
NOTE: There will be no Feb  
Banner mailing. 
 

Pew Servicing 
Carolyn Weber 

Counting Team #3 Jim Nash, Sha-
ron Bartels, Tim Schmalz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
6/5: Bob Holst 
6/12: Dave Stueber 
6/19: Betty Paulus & Karita Wienke 
6/26: Karen Bade & Sue Norris 
NOTE: There will be no March 
Banner mailing. 
 
 

Pew Servicing 
Nancy Johnston 

Counting Team #2 Karen Bade, 
Don & Carolyn Webber 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
7/3: Bob Holst 
7/10: Dave Stueber 
7/17: Betty Paulus & Karita Wienke 
7/24: Karen Bade & Sue Norris 
7/30: Karen Bade & Sharon Bartels 
Banner Assembling Thurs, July 27 
at 9:15 am Dorothy JPaulus, 
Lynette Knippenburg  

may  june  ju ly  

Sunday Team Children's Message Acolyte Coffee Hour A/V 

5/7 PHPH Jeff Bartels Gus Stefan Lisa Stefan David Pieper 
Alaina & Rich Gall Mikayla Head 

5/14 1 Tim Mark Meier Caitlyn Murray Karen Bade Sean Boll 
Susan & Sean Boll Alex Head 

5/21 S & R Bob Wolf Mikayla Head Sharon & Jeff Bartels Brian Ruis 
Jodi & Brian Ruis Caleb/Haven Ruis 

5/28 StJ Gina Marchetti Caleb Boll Betty Paulus David Pieper 
Karita Wienke Eli Sorenson 

6/4 PHPH Cara Wilson Anna Boll Cara & Paul Wilson RJ Zimmerman 
Mark & Sarah Meier Caleb Boll 

6/11 1 Tim Jeff Bartels Cameron Collister John Colliser & Cristina Hartnett Sean Boll 
Bonnie Renner Mikayla Head 

6/18 S & R Sarah Pieper Caleb Boll Steve & Barb Moeller Brian Ruis 
Dorothy Jorgensen Caleb/Haven Ruis 

6/25 StJ Bob Wolf Mikayla Head Lynne & Dave Rustad David Pieper 
Evie Stener Alex Head 

7/2 PHPH Gina Marchetti Eli Sorenson Holly Fohrenkamm RJ Zimmerman 
Deb Schultz Eli Sorenson 

7/9 1 Tim Cara Wilson Gus Stefan Faye Hayhurst Sean Boll 
Gina Marchetti Caleb Boll 

7/16 S & R Pastor Zander Gall Don & Carolyn Weber Brian Ruis 
Bob & Gay Wolf Caleb/Haven Ruis 

7/23 StJ Mark Meier Caitlyn Murray Cindy Pohl Davidi Pieper 
Mike & JoAnn Lange Mikayla Head 

7/30 PHPH Sarah Pieper Mikayla Head 5th Sunday Celebration RJ Zimmerman? 
Alex Head 

Want to share the love of Christ by serving? Contact the church office!  
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www.facebook.com/blcstpaul.com www.bethelstpaul.com blc@bethelstpaul.com 651-300-2642  

e v  e  n  t  s  
 by month 

May 
“55” club  
M ay  1 1 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  Ha l l  |  $$   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  

f lowers  for  sale  
Feb  1 4 ,  1 1 am  
f l ow er  s a l e  i n  l oung e  
a f t e r  chu r ch  se r v i ce  

ladies’ fel lowship/sos  
M ay  15 ,  1 p m  

confirmation sunday  
Sunday  M ay  2 1  
9 :30am se r v i c e  

 

June  
“55” club  
Jun e  8 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  Ha l l  |  $$   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  
off ice  c losed  
G ina  ou t  o f  o f f i c e  
Jun e  24 -27  
ladies’ fel lowship/sos  
Jun e  1 9 ,  1 p m  

 
 
 

July 
“55” club  
Ju l y  1 3 ,  1 2 : 00  pm  
Fe l l owsh ip  Ha l l  |  $$   
S ign -up  i n  l ounge  
lamp tr ip  
T r i p  t o  Ca t  L ak e  
D at es :  TB D  

ladies’ fel lowship/sos  
Ju l y  1 7 ,  1 pm  

s  u  n  d  a  y  s  
9 :30am Wor sh ip  
1 1 : 00am A f r i c an  W or sh ip  
1 1 : 00am Adu l t  B i b l e  S t udy  
1 1 : 00am Sunday  S c hoo l   
1 : 30pm Sa i n t  John ’ s   
 
(Commun ion  e ve r y  1 s t  and  3 rd  Sun da y  
o f  t he  mon th )  
 

m o n  d  a  y  s  
9 :00am S t a f f  M ee t i ng  
7 :00pm Men ’ s  G r o up  

t  u  e  s  d  a  y  s  
6 :30am Men ’ s  B i b l e  S t udy  
9 :30am P ray e r  G ro up  
1 0 : 00am GodSp eak  G roup  
 
w e d  n  e  s  d  a  y  s  
6 :00pm Handb e l l s  ( Ends  June )  
6 :30pm A f r i c an  Go dSpeak  
6 :30pm Con f i rm a t i on  ( Ends  June )  
7 : 00pm Go dSpeak  G roups  
s  a  t  u  r  d  a  y  s   
6 :00pm A f r i c an  P r ay e r  

 we ekly 
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670 W Wheelock Parkway 
Saint Paul MN 55117 

This issue was mailed 
April 27, 2017 

Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible as a congregation 
We call it GodSpeak: God speaks to you through 
His Word & God speaks through you to others. 

Current GodSpeak series: “The Story” 

tuesdays  
7:30 am, 2nd & 4th of the month: Suzie Norris’ house 
Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454)  
& Suzie Norris (651-645-3811) 
10 am: Bethel Fellowship Hall 
Leader: Anna Zimmerman (651-487-8047) 

wednesdays  
6pm: African, rotates homes each week 
Leader: Rev. Lusienie Fofana (651-216-9242) 
7pm: Bethel Classroom 
Leader: Steve Moeller (651-487-0316) 
7:15 pm: 1105 Montana Ave W 
Leaders: The Rustads (651-489-6834) & Jeff Bartels 

Can’t make it to any of these options?  
Call the church office! Also check out our Sunday 

morning adult Bible study at 11:00am, and for kids our 
Kingdom Quest Sunday School!  

Do something valuable  

Join a Godspeak group 

“See what  great  love  the Father  has  lavished  on  us ,  that  we should  
be cal led chi ldren  of  God!  And that  is  what  we are!”  1  John 3:1  


