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New Chapter in Ministry:
a Letter to Bethel

By Anna Zimmerman

Dear Friends at Bethel,
On April 15, Shepherd’s Gate Lutheran Church in Shelby Township, Michigan
announced that they have called me to be their Student Director. After many
conversations over the last few months and, more importantly, hours of prayer,
RJ and I have decided to accept their Call! We are confident that this is God’s
will for our little family.
I want to express to you all how much I love Bethel. This move for our family in
no way reflects a desire to leave, but rather to what God is calling us toward. I
started fieldwork here in 2012, observing and participating with this great family
of believers. Over the last six years, I have continued to learn from you all even in a called position - and have loved what you do and who you are.
We want to thank you all for your abundant kindness to our family. Through a
wedding, pregnancy, birth, maternity leave, and being new parents, you have
been there through the major stages and stories of our lives. Thank you for
your patience, generosity, and love throughout it. I also want to thank you for
putting up with my crazy ideas! As a team, we started Trunk ‘n’ Treat, added a
Bethlehem Walk to our Living Nativity, met once a month as families for some
awesome lessons and crazy crafts in Sunday School, and much more! We’ve
loved our time with you and have nothing but high hopes for Bethel as we depart.
Our last Sunday at Bethel will be on May 13, which is Mother’s Day. We will be
celebrating six years together on that day, in addition to celebrating our Sunday School Year-End and mothers. We hope to see you there!
In love and peace,
Anna Zimmerman
Director of Discipleship and Outreach
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Change…with “a PLUM”?!

By Rev. Andrew Prin

Truly, one of the corniest jokes I’ve ever heard goes like this:
Question: “How many Lutherans does it take to change a lightbulb?”
Answer: “Change? CHANGE_ What’s wrong with the old lightbulb_ ”
For as corny as the joke is – there is a great deal of truth to it, though. Most of us DON’T like change. We fall
into wearing the same style of clothing. We order the same thing at a favorite restaurant.
If you want a simple, yet dynamic experience of how much most of us don’t like change – next Sunday, try sitting
in a different pew than you typically do in the Sanctuary. Chances are very good you’ll see firsthand how much
we (and, the person whose pew you’re in) are resistant to change :) We may SAY we don’t mind change. But,
the truth is, most of us do.
But, change happens – a lot…constantly in our lives. And, it’s been happening a lot at Bethel, since the fall of
2016.
A change in pastor has happened (twice, if you consider changing to Pastor Drews’ and then my ministries).
We’ve experienced a change in Ministry Coordinator. And now, as we say goodbye to Anna, RJ and Benaiah –
we prepare for another change in staff.
So, how can we roll with that which is inevitable?
When I was on vicarage, in my end-of-year report my site supervisor used the word “aplomb.” That was a word
I’d never heard before and had to dust off my Webster’s to find out what it meant. Contrary to referring to the
fruit, which – when dried up – becomes a prune… “aplomb” means: “Complete and confident composure or selfassurance.”
It was a nice thing of my site supervisor to say, given the fact that the congregation was always in a state of
change; they had always and only been served by vicars, with no on-site pastors ever having served. As such,
they received – and were pivotal in shaping – the ministry of a new student pastor every year.
Question: So, given all the change at Bethel – how can we navigate those things faithfully?
Answer: You, good saints, are already doing so…with aplomb!
And, I can confidently commend you for your aplomb – because of your iron-clad commitment to that which
NEVER CHANGES…the Lord and His Word!
Your attention in worship…your attendance at Bible study (to the point we don’t have enough chairs around the
table)…and, get this – for the first time in 25 years of teaching Confirmation – do you know how the Confirmands
answered, when I asked them what we could change to make the program better in 2018/2019???
They asked for longer class periods.
Are you SERIOUS_ (and, for those of you who were with us on Easter Sunday – yep…I just used an interrobang
there) :) I had always believed it to be just a given that there’d be a better chance of the Lord returning His final
time, before Confirmands would ever ask for longer class periods.
You, good saints, have endured much change in less than two years. You have endured more change than most
Lutherans would be willing to put up with (and, we haven’t even talked about lightbulbs, yet).
Your ability to faithfully navigate that change…the abundant APLOMB with which you’ve approached changeafter-change has been both Spirit-gifted and grounded in the Lord and His unchanging Word! As the writer of
Hebrews says: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” (13:8)
No matter what ever changes around you and Bethel, continue clinging to Him that never changes. And, always
continue to do so with that aplomb, which serves you so well.
Peace,
Pastor Prin
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Bethel’s LAMP Mission Trip 2018

Bethel Banner
By Lynne Rustad

It is time to pray and prepare for Bethel’s 6th year in Cat Lake Ontario Canada! Bethel’s team will be in travelling
and in Cat Lake August 3-12, 2018. We will provide Worship and Sunday School on Sunday, a Moms In Prayer
time on Monday evening and Vacation Bible School will be held Monday-Friday. Each morning during the week
we will do a radio broadcast.
Bethel partners with LAMP (Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots) to bring Vacation Bible School to the
children in Cat Lake. LAMP (LAMPminstry.com) believes the Gospel of Jesus Christ can heal and transform people and communities. Each summer since 2013, Bethel has sent a team to bring God’s truth and Jesus’ love into
the community.
Cat Lake is a fly-in community of approximately 500 Ojibway First Nation people. Bethel members that have
committed to the 2018 mission team so far are Jeff Bartels, Dave & Lynne Rustad, Janice Kuball and Derek Murray.
This year’s LAMP VBS theme is FLY! Forever Loving You! “God’s Love Reaches Higher than the Heavens.” Psalm
67:10. Our prayer is that through stories from the Bible, songs, games and crafts that the children will discover
that God’s love goes way beyond the sky. We will also spend time in the community with older children and
adults sharing God’s love!
The 5-person team cannot do this without your financial and prayer support! The approximate cost of the week
in Cat Lake is $5,000. Pray for God’s leading in how you can support the team. Begin now by praying for the
team as we prepare to share God’s truth and our lives with the people of Cat Lake. Pray for prepared hearts for
God’s Love!
In the coming months, once we have determined crafts and games, a donation list will be available in the lounge
along with cards with kid’s pictures and names for you to pray specifically for a child.
Pray for God to transform Cat Lake with His love and truth!

“… making disciples for Jesus Christ”

Highlights from Cat Lake
2017

Games, singing, Bible lessons,
relationship, LOVE
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Here’s What’s

Happening
Bethel
at

What’s Happened
Ash Wednesday and Lent: Our Ash Wednesday
service was February 14. We observed the traditional imposition of ashes. During Lent and Holy
Week, our Sunday sermon series was “Good God:
Punctuating our Lenten Faith.” The midweek Lenten sermons were on “Words of Life”.
CA Volunteers: A huge thank you goes out to the
high school girls and boys from Concordia Academy who helped with projects at Bethel on February
28 and March 1. They painted walls; cleaned furniture, carpet and pew cushions; and helped move
bulky items. They were such a blessing to Bethel,
and we appreciate all their work!
Bethel Ski Retreat: The annual ski retreat was Friday, March 2, at Wild Mountain. The retreat included skiing & tubing, supper, and a time of worship
and devotions. Grown-ups and kids alike enjoyed
the time on the hills!
New Members: We welcomed two new families into membership on March 25: Joe & Laura Widman
and Randy & Rebecca Wilharm.
Holy Week: We celebrated Holy Week with worship on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. We also enjoyed a breakfast before worship on Easter morning: a waffle bar
with lots of delicious toppings! Donations went toward the Christian Education Fund.
Bible Bowl: Bethel’s group of nine students (divided
into 3 teams) competed at the 2018 Bible Bowl

on April 14, held at Concordia St. Paul. The
book they studied this year was Genesis. One of
the Bethel teams took 2nd place! In the written
test, Caleb B. took 3rd place.
Confirmation: This year we introduced “The
Journey,” the teaching ministry for Confirmation
and high school youth. The Confirmation students in the first year (of two) are called Journeymen. There are seven students who completed year one—next year we’ll have a large
group for Confirmation Sunday! They learned
about such things as the Ten Commandments,
the Lord’s Prayer, baptism, and the Apostles’
Creed. There are no graduating confirmands
this year.

What’s In Progress
New Sermon Series: Beginning April 8, Pastor
Prin is going through a sermon series titled
“What’s in [His] Name?” The series explores the
names and titles of God in the Bible, and how
these affect our faith and personal walk with
God.

What’s going to happen
Zimmerman Farewell: Join us for worship on
May 13, and stay for fellowship afterwards as we
celebrate the Zimmermans’ ministry at Bethel
and wish them well.
Sunday School Party: The end-of-year party for
Sunday school will be May 20, starting at 11.
Come for ice cream and games!
CLS 8th Grade Graduation: Bethel is hosting this
event on Thursday, May 31, at 7pm. Feel free to
attend the service and congratulate the students
on this milestone.
Summer Office Hours: The office generally will
maintain the same hours as during the school
year. Stay tuned for updates on vacation office
closures.
Annual Meeting: The annual congregational
meeting will be held in June. Stay tuned for information on date, time, and agenda.
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Membership Changes:

Deaths, Transfers, New Members
Deaths:
The following members passed into the presence of Christ. We grieve with their loved ones,
but rejoice they are with their God and Savior!
Dorothy Moeller, Glen Parpart, Pearl Kaehler
New Members:
We welcomed new members on March 25:
Joe & Laura Widman and Randy & Rebecca Wilharm.

From the Office
We are sad to say goodbye to the Zimmermans, but pleased for them that God has called them to
serve Him in Michigan. Please continue to keep them in your prayers as they transition to their new
home and work.
The Zimmermans have served in many capacities at Bethel in addition to Anna’s untiring work as DDO.
With them leaving, we have need for others at Bethel to step in. Please consider sharing your time and
talent in one of the following ways:
Service Leader on the Leadership Team (elected position)
Prepare the Way (worship band): vocals/instrumental
Audio/Visual team for Sunday worship services
Children’s Message rotation
If you have any questions about what these positions and service opportunities entail, please contact me
at the office (blc@bethelstpaul.com). Thank you for serving at Bethel!
— Alaina Gall

Office Hours: Monday –Tuesday: 8:30-12:30; Wednesday-Thursday: 8:30-1:30

Bulletin and E—News
Announcements are due by
Wednesday of each week.
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Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible
as a congregation. We call it
GodSpeak: God speaks to you
through His Word and God
speaks through you to others.

GodSpeak Groups
Tuesday:

7:30 am 2nd & 4th of the month at Suzie Norris' (1276 Dayton Ave)
Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454) & Suzie Norris (651-645-3811)
10 am at Bethel in the Fellowship Hall — Leader: Andrew Prin (612-868-0927)

Wednesday:

6:30 am at Neighborhood Cafe — Leader: RJ Zimmerman (218-390-8736)
6 pm (African) (Rotates homes each week) — Leader: Lusienie Fofana
(651-216-9242)
7 pm (Women’s study) Bethel Conference room — Leader: Anna Zimmerman
(586-746-7611)
7:15 pm at Rustads’ (1105 Montana Ave W) — Leaders: Dave & Lynne Rustad
(651-489-6834) & Jeff Bartels (651-489-0903)

Service
May
Pew Servicing
Lynne Holst & Suzie Norris
Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber,
Karita Wienke
Meals on Wheels Delivery
5/7: Bob Holst
5/14: Dave Stueber
5/21: Dave Stueber
5/28: Holiday
NOTE: There will be no February
Banner mailing.

June
Pew Servicing
Alaina Gall
Counting Team #3
Jim Nash, Sharon Bartels, Tim
Schmalz
Meals on Wheels Delivery
6/4: Bob Holst
6/11: Dave Stueber
6/18: Dave Stueber
6/25: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris
NOTE: There will be no March Banner mailing.

July
Pew Servicing
Carolyn Weber
Counting Team #2 Karen Bade, Don
& Carolyn Weber
Meals on Wheels Delivery
7/2: Bob Holst
7/9: Dave Stueber
7/16: Dave Stueber
7/23: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris
7/30: Karen Bade & Sharon Bartels
Banner Assembling: Wed, July 25
Changed from Thursday to Wednesday
this month, because office will be closed
on July 26.
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Sunday Serving Schedule
Jul-29

Jul-22

Jul-15

Jul-08

Jul-01

Jun-24

Jun-17

Jun-10

Jun-03

May27

May20

May13

May06

Date

PHPH

STJ

S&R

1 Tim

PHPH

STJ

S&R

1 Tim

PHPH

STJ

S&R

1 Tim

PHPH

Worship
Team

Pastor Prin

Dave Rustad

Mark Meier

Jeff Bartels

Pastor Prin

Cara Wilson

Alaina Gall

Jeff Bartels

Dave Rustad

Mark Meier

Pastor Prin

Anna Zimmerman

Jeff Bartels

Children's Message

Caitlyn Murray

Zander Gall

Eli Sorenson

Jack Prin

Cameron Collister

Quenby Wilson

Zander Gall

Mikayla Head

Caitlyn Murray

Anna Boll

Darin Hagen

Charlie Prin

Cameron Collister

Acolyte

David Pieper

Caleb Boll

Sean Boll

Zander Gall

Alaina Gall

Haven Ruis

Brian Ruis

Alaina Gall
Zander Gall
David Pieper
Alex Head
Alaina Gall
Caleb Boll
Sean Boll
Mikayla Head
Brian Ruis
Haven Ruis
Alaina Gall
Zander Gall
David Pieper
Eli Sorenson
Sean Boll
Alex Head

A/V

Mike & Kirsten Head

Dave & Karin Hagen

Becky Luger

Paul & Jean Beckman

Dave & Ruth Bittner

Jeff & Sharon Bartels

Barb Moeller

John Collister & Cristina Hartnett

Holly Fohrenkamm
Deb Schultz
Betty Paulus
Karita Wienke
Dave & Lynne Rustad
Don & Carolyn Weber
Sean & Susan Boll
Karen Bade
Barb Moeller
Rich & Alaina Gall
Paul & Cara Wilson
Mark & Sarah Meier
Mary Hubert
Steve & Melissa Sorenson
Bonnie Renner
Faye Hayhurst

Coffee Hour

5th Sunday Celebration

Alex Head
Brian Ruis
Haven Ruis

670 W Wheelock Parkway
Saint Paul MN 55117
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Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Bible Hour 11:00 am
Sunday Morning African Worship 11:00 am
GodSpeak Midweek Bible Groups (See page 8)
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:30 am

