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The “Ty’s” of Generosity,  
Not Simply the “T’s” 

By Pastor Andrew Prin 

I’m a “two talent” kind of person and pastor. 
In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14 ff.) there’s the servant who is entrust-

ed with five talents – a LOT of money back in those days.  Faithfully, that guy goes out…
invests that windfall…and returns to the master double what he’s been entrusted. 

Then, there’s the servant who is entrusted with one talent – not nearly as much 
entrusted to him, as the first servant.  And, that guy – having missed the point of the privi-
lege he’s been given – hands back the talent with no interest (both earned from an eco-
nomic standpoint, and/or that invested from an emotional standpoint). 

Finally, there’s the “two talent” servant.  Not entrusted with the bankroll of the first 
– yet infinitely more hopeful and faithful than his other counterpart – this servant, entrust-
ed still with a handsome amount of the master’s wealth, proudly returns double back to 
the owner. 

It’s THIS guy – the “two talent” servant, that I most relate to and appreciate.  He 
isn’t given the greatest amount.  But, what he is entrusted, he arguably invests and grows 
as intensely and faithfully as the first servant. 

When it comes to the topic of “generosity” in churches, I have often heard it 
framed around the idea of the “Three T’s” of: Time, Talent and Treasure. The boilerplate 
argument goes that each of us is called by God to give back to Him – through our con-
gregation: portions of our time, the skills we have been given by Him, and some of our 
money. 

But, the more I’ve worked in congregations over the years, the more convinced I’ve 
become that there are two other qualities which may be AS IMPORTANT as the “Three T’s.” 
It’s these qualities which can take “two talents” and return back to the Lord the SAME dou-
ble amount as those gifted with “five talents.” Rather than “Three T’s,” these qualities could 
rightly be called the “Two Ty’s”:  Creativity and Tenacity. 

Creativity is the kind of thing that can’t simply write a check to fix a problem or 
meet a challenge.  It requires:  

...thinking “outside the box”; 
…keeping your head on a swivel and remaining attentive to problem-solving inspira-

tion out in the world, which could come at any time on any day; 
…considering low-cost (or, no-cost) solutions first, before working up through and set-

tling on an affordable alternative; 
…collaborating with and relying on others to make ministries work to the Lord’s glory. 

Tenacity, then, naturally compliments creativity by: 
…sticking with an idea and giving time for creativity’s “outside of the box” thinking to 

work once, twice…as many times as necessary, until the right solution is found; 
…sharpening creativity’s attentiveness to problem-solving inspiration in the world, 

while making creativity decisive in what could work (and, what won’t work).  As the old 
saying goes: “Practice makes perfect.”  Faithful tenacity knows that, while only the Lord can 
make something “perfect,” practice and persistence make ministry solutions easier to iden-
tify and act upon; 

…emphasizing the wisdom in not doing everything yourself, along with the blessing of 
sharing ministry with others.  Collaboration takes intentionality and effort…lots of both, in 
fact.  What tenacity ultimately shows, though, is that – almost always – those investments 
of effort and time are worth it on many levels. 
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Since my arrival at Bethel last year, I have been heartened to see how you share my appreciation for the “two 
talent” servant!  Unlike a few Christian congregations around the Twin Cities, we’ve not been entrusted with “five” tal-
ents.  Like many churches around the same, we have been entrusted with a “couple” of talents. 

But, it’s the creativity and tenacity we routinely employ, which allows us to return to the Lord MORE than the “two 
talents” we’ve been entrusted!  What do I mean? 

It’s been through our time, talent and treasure – PAIRED with creativity and tenacity – which has empowered 
Bethel to: 

…eagerly seek and encourage ways to actively partner with our Como District 10 colleagues to be a blessing to the 
entire neighborhood! 

 …immediately react to and provide a solution to the Wagner family’s housing needs last year (when we hadn’t pre-
viously known them “from Adam”)! 

…intentionally and routinely gather our youth with those from several other neighborhood LCMS congregations! 
…generously and (nearly) instantaneously support the Harris family with their needs in the wake of Little Isaac’s sur-

gery! 
…resourcefully take our old, long out-of-service organ…renovate and repurpose it…to continue its serving of the 

Lord, as our “new” Welcome Center in the Narthex!  
These are examples of “two talent” investment…and, RETURN…at their finest :) 
May our Master continue giving Bethel the privilege of taking His “two talents” and giving back to Him more 

than double! Through His Holy Spirit, may our Heavenly Father continue to inspire even greater creativity and tenacity 
among us! 

And, may you know how much your Bethel leaders and I appreciate your continued GENEROSIty! 
Peace, 
Pastor Prin 

God could have created us and then abandoned us and forgotten all about us. Many peo-
ple today believe this is exactly what He must have done. They assume that God is not inter-
ested in them at all, so why should they be interested in God? They think that God is distant, 
unconcerned about the problems and decisions they face every day. 

But this is not true. God did not put us on this journey called life to walk it alone. He wants 
to be with us on it, if we will only let Him. We do not need to be alone, for He is with us. 

Psalm 139: 7-10 says: “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your pres-
ence? f I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If 
I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will 
guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.” 

If we understand this truth, it gives us hope — hope that our lives can be different, because 
God cares about us all and He wants to help us. Brothers and sisters in Christ, no matter what 
happens, God will never abandon us if our trust is in Him. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

God Journeys with Us By Pastor Lusienie Fofana 
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Hebrews 13:1-3 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. Continue to remember those in prison as if you 

were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 
 VOA-RCC (Volunteers of America-Residential Re-entry Center) is located in Roseville and houses men and women 

finishing their prison sentence at the VOA. During their time at the VOA center, the men and women begin their re-entry 
into society by finding jobs, housing and reconnecting with their families.  

 Faye Hayhurst and I lead a Bible study on Tuesday evenings for the women (I have been doing this since May 2014). 
We spend time in God’s word and prayer and encourage them to walk in faith. Women come from all walks of life, cul-
tures and ages. Some women have no knowledge of God and the Bible and some are more knowledgeable than Faye 
and I! Many women have told us that God used prison to draw them to faith in Him and they are alive because of prison. 
I have been told that we bring light and joy into the VOA. One woman asked me why I come and I told her that I wanted 
her to know that God loves her! At one of my Prison Fellowship trainings I was told that we do ministry on our way to 
ministry. I realized that we are also bringing God’s light and love to the staff of the VOA.  

 In October 2016 I started a knitting/crochet time on Wednesday afternoons with a friend. Many of the women are 
surprised that the yarn, knitting needles and crochet needles are free to them and what they make they can keep. In the 
prison system, they have to purchase all supplies and then all the crafts made were to be given away or sold. One lady 
this week was astonished that she could take the yarn and a few minutes later with joy she said “I can make Christmas 
gifts!” 

 Many of the men and women who come to the VOA need help for the first month before they are able to get jobs. 
They come to the VOA with only the clothes on their backs. They need clothes and hygiene items. And as winter has ar-
rived – winter coats, hats, scarves and mittens are needed. Some have families that are able to help, many do not. Some 
of the families are far away, are financially unable to help or the women or men are estranged from their family. Please 
consider giving out of your abundance of what God has given you for the men and women of the VOA. Items needed 
are listed below or you can give a gift of money and I will do the shopping. I will also have $250 Thrivent Action Team 
monies for my shopping!! 

  Please pray for the men and women of the VOA. 
       1)     Pray for their transition to life outside of prison. 
       2)     Pray for reconciliation with family and friends. 
       3)     Pray for them as they struggle with addictions. 
       4)     Pray for housing and jobs. 
       5)     Pray for salvation in Jesus Christ. 
       6)     Pray for them to intentionally seek out Christian fellowship to help them walk in faith with the God who loves 
them. 
 

Clothes & winter apparel 
Black pants, jeans - all sizes Men and Women 

Men’s clothes – sizes XL and over 
Winter coats, hats, scarves, gloves & mittens 

  
Hygiene items 

Shampoo, conditioner, hair spray, soap, body wash, lotion, deodorant,  
toothbrushes, toothpaste, brushes, combs, razors, etc 

  
Knitting/Crochet supplies 

Knitting needles (size 7-8), crochet hooks (size G & J), yarn, cloth bags, patterns 
 Mentors 

2 hours a week for a 6 month commitment.  The goal is to provide a positive person in their life, to meet them where 
they are and help them transition to life out of prison.  

Bethel in Mission: VOA By Lynne Rustad 
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You’re Invited to Bethel’s 2018 Living Nativity! 

¨ Saturday, December 15, 5:30-8:00 PM 
¨ Live skit presenting the Christmas story 
¨ Petting zoo and fire pit 
¨ Christmas cookies and warm drinks 
¨ Live music and Christmas carols 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Do you like to act or sing? Can you set up audio and lighting?  
Join our skit team! 

Do you love baking Christmas cookies? Can you pour coffee and 
greet visitors? Join our hospitality team! 

Are you willing to move tables and chairs? Can you run a vacuum 
cleaner? Join our set-up/take-down team! 

 

Contact Alaina in the office if you can volunteer your time for this  
annual outreach event. Be on the lookout for future Living Nativity  

announcements in our E-News. 
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Here’s What’s  

Happening  
at  

Bethel 

John1516eens Summer Service Program: A joint 
effort of Bethel and Emmaus Lutheran Church, this 
youth program took place on Tuesdays through-
out the summer. It combined service opportunities 
with fun activities, and was a wonderful means of 
strengthening the faith and friendships of our 
youth, and teaching them what it looks like to 
serve others. Some of the activities included laser 
tag, a trampoline park, go-carts, and mini golf; and 
the youth volunteered with Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, Bundles of Love, and New Life Family Ser-
vices, as well as assisted Tim Schmalz with work at 
our Bethel properties. 
National Night Out: Bethel hosted its annual block 
party for National Night Out on August 7, starting 
at 6 pm. As usual, we had a potluck picnic out in 
the parking lot, including grilled hot dogs and 
burgers, and Tim Schmalz’s famous root beer 
floats. There were activities for kids such as Four 
Square and sidewalk chalk, and a visit from the lo-
cal police department. There was a good turnout 
of Bethel folks as well as neighbors, providing the 
opportunity for friendly interaction and conversa-
tion. 
Sunday School Kickoff: We returned to our Sunday 
School calendar with a kickoff celebration on Sun-
day, September 9, following worship. Kids and 
youth enjoyed outdoor games such as volleyball, 
Four Square, and bubbles and chalk. It was a 
beautiful day to be outside! 

Confirmation: Our Confirmation program, “The 
Journey,” is underway on Wednesday evenings. 
Occasionally there is a “field trip,” such as one 
to a local aquifer as an object lesson in the dis-
cussion of baptism. 
GodSpeak Groups: Small groups meet for Bible 
study and prayer (see p. 10). The Wednesday 
night women’s Bible study is going through the 
book of James in a study by Beth Moore. 
Operation Christmas Child: The Sunday School 
has been collecting donations and will be pack-
ing boxes on October 28. Bethel youth will do 
their part by helping out at the Operation 
Christmas Child packing center in December. 

 

Congregation Service Project ~ The Sandwich 
Man: As a congregation, after church on No-
vember 18th in lieu of Bible Study, we will be 
holding a sandwich making event to support 
the homeless in the Twin Cities. We will be as-
sembling 300 sandwiches so please consider 
staying after church to contribute to this project. 
Thanksgiving Service: Join us on Wednesday, 
November 21, at 4:00 PM. 
Christmas Decorating: Please join us on Satur-
day, December 1, at 9 AM for decking the halls 
here at Bethel. 
Advent Services: Midweek Advent services will 
be held on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM, on 
December 5, 12, and 19. 
Living Nativity: This annual event will take place 
on December 15 (see page 5). 
Giving Tree: We will set up Bethel’s Giving Tree 
again this Christmas season, an opportunity for 
people to purchase gift cards that will bless 
Bethel families in need. 
Christmas Eve Service: Our Christmas Eve ser-
vice will be held on December 24 at 4:00 PM. 
There will be no Christmas Day service. 

 

What’s Happened 

What’s In Progress 

What’s going to happen 
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From the Office  
 
It’s encouraging to see how the Body of Christ works together to meet the needs of the church and the wider 
community. Many of Bethel’s members are active in various service ministries, prayer groups, and Bible studies, 
and routinely rise to the occasion when we make an appeal for a benevolence cause or seek volunteers for out-
reach efforts. It’s good for us to know what each other is doing to reach out in care of others; it reminds us to 
pray for one another’s efforts, and perhaps inspires us to become involved in the same ministry. Here are some 
recent or ongoing ministries that various Bethel members take part in. 

Some of these efforts are well-publicized, and some are more behind-the-scenes, but all are undertaken to 
share God’s love and glory within the church and the wider community. Perhaps you might find yourself looking 
for just such an opportunity. We would love to have you take part in the projects and ministries of our congre-
gation! Talk to our pastors, our leadership team, or church staff to find out how you can get involved with Bethel 
in Mission. 

Bulletin and E—News  
Announcements are due by 
Wednesday of each week. 

The first-ever Como Connect, a free, neighborhood resource fair -- debuted on Saturday, 
October 13 at Bethel Lutheran Church. It was an opportunity for the neighborhood 
and organizations serving the area to make connections and build community with each oth-
er. The event featured organizations and activities focused on aging in place, educating our 
youngest children, keeping Como Lake clean, improving do-it-yourself skills, improving your 
environmental impact, practicing urban agriculture, keeping your home and loved ones safe, 
and much more. The family-friendly event included in-depth breakout sessions, giveaways, 
and activities for children. Success of this event was, in large part, due to Bethel Lutheran 
Church's willingness to partner with the community so these important new relationships 
could be forged.   

· Meals on Wheels—Several members team up weekly to deliver a week’s worth of frozen meals to resi-
dents of two different apartment buildings just blocks from the church. 

· Operation Christmas Child—This fall, our Leadership Team members for Service and Education 
(Rebecca Wilharm and Kirsten Head) are spearheading a Sunday school service project to collect dona-
tions and pack shoeboxes of school items and toys to bless children in need.  

· LAMP Trip—Bethel supports and sends a team of adults to lead summer Bible school for First Nations 
children in Ontario. 

· Volunteers of America (see page 4) 
· Como Connect—It’s a privilege to support local nonprofits and build community relationships through 

donating space in our building for neighborhood events. 
· Living Nativity (see page 5)—This annual outreach event gets all of us at Bethel involved, and is a fun 

and festive way to share the Christmas story with the community. 

Como Connect  By Sara Benzkofer 

Daylight Saving Time 
ends Sunday, Novem-
ber 4. Remember to 
set your clocks back 

one hour! 
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GodSpeak Groups 

Tuesday:    
7:30 am 2nd & 4th of the month at Suzie Norris' (1276 Dayton Ave) 
 Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454) & Suzie Norris (651-645-3811) 
10 am at Bethel in the Conference Room — Leader:  Andrew Prin (612-868-0927) 
 
Wednesday:   
6 pm (African)  (Rotates homes each week) — Leader:  Lusienie Fofana  
          (651-216-9242) 
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study at Bethel — Leaders:  Lynne Rustad  
 (651-489-6834), Kirsten Head (651-487-6075), & Karin Hagen (651-639-8634) 
 

Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible 
as a congregation.  We call it 

GodSpeak: God speaks to you 
through His Word and God 

speaks through you to others.    

Service 
 
 
Pew Servicing 
Lynne Holst & Suzie Norris 
Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber, 
Karita Wienke 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
11/5: Bob Holst 
11/12: Dave Stueber 
11/19: Dave Stueber & Alaina Gall 
11/26: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pew Servicing  
Carolyn Weber 
Counting Team #3 Jim Nash,  
Sharon Bartels, Tim Schmalz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
12/3: Bob Holst 
12/10: Dave Stueber 
12/17: Dave Stueber & Alaina Gall 
12/24: holiday 
12/31: holiday 
 
 

 
 
 

Pew Servicing  
Alaina Gall 
Counting Team #2 Karen Bade,  

Don & Carolyn Weber 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
1/7: Bob Holst 
1/14: Dave Stueber 
1/21: Dave Stueber & Alaina Gall 
1/28: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
Banner Assembling: Thurs, Jan 24 

 

November December January 
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Sunday Serving Schedule 



Bethel Lutheran Church LCMS 
670 W Wheelock Parkway 

Saint Paul MN 55117 
651-300-2642 

blc@bethelstpaul.com 
bethelstpaul.com 

Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 am  
Sunday Morning Bible Hour  11:00 am 

 Sunday Morning African Worship 11:00 am 
 

GodSpeak Midweek Bible Groups  (See page 8) 
Tuesday Morning Prayer  9:30 am 
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