
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Fruitful, Youth-Full Summer 

Summer 2019 “… making disciples for Jesus Christ in 
our church, neighborhood and world...” 

Lutheran 
Bethel 

Fruit Bearers: Pastor Andrew Prin, page 2 



Page 2 Bethel Banner 

Fruit Bearers By Pastor Andrew Prin 

 
The Banner is  

published quarterly by 
Bethel Lutheran Church,  

a member of the  
Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod.  

 

s taf f  

Rev. Andrew Prin   
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Lusienie Fofana  
Assistant Pastor 
Alaina Gall  
Ministry Coordinator 
Mike Lange  
Bookkeeper 
Dr. Max Radloff  
Organist 
Faye Hayhurst  
Handbells Choir Director 
 
www.bethelstpaul.com 
blc@bethelstpaul.com 
670 W Wheelock Pkwy  
Saint Paul, MN 55117 
651-300-2642 

Pastor’s Article 2 

What’s  
Happening 

5 

Confirmation 2019 6 

From the Office 6 

GodSpeak Groups 7 

Service  
Assignments 

7-8 

CONTENTS 

 

[Jesus said:] ‘”You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 
you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last - and so that whatever you ask in 

my name the Father will give you.’” (John 15:16) 
 

“In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world…”     (Colossians 1:6) 

 
 

Take a look at the following 6 statements and answer this question: How many of 
these do you agree with? 
 

Absolute moral truth exists 
Jesus lived a sinless life 
God is the creator of the universe (and, still rules it today) 
Salvation is a gift from God that cannot be earned 
Satan is real 
Christians should share their faith with others 

 
If you answered “6,” congratulations! All of them appear in and act as 
foundational teachings in the Bible.  Put differently, to believe and adhere to ALL 
of these tenets is to maintain what the Barna Group calls the “biblical worldview.” 1 
 
But, if Barna’s findings are anything, they are sobering…as only 17% of practicing 
Christians agreed with all 6 statements! 2  Think about that…let that settle for a 
moment. As recently as 2017, only 17 Christians in 100 agree that Jesus led a 
sinless life; that God is the creator of the universe; that salvation comes as a free, 
unmerited gift of God through Jesus; that Christians should share the Good News 
with others! 
 
Speaking at the LCMS’ recent National Youth Gathering, Brad Alles (Asst. 
Professor of Education, Concordia University [Wisconsin]), noted that less than 1% 
of 18-23 year olds these days have a truly biblical worldview! 
 
In 1986, the American pop music group Timbuk 3 famously predicted: “The 
future’s so bright, I gotta wear shades.” Now, some 33 years later, we as 
Confessional Christians are confronted with the reality that those “shades” may 
have somewhere along the way become “blinders.”  And so, it’s time to remove 
them to pursue a different course.  
 
But, how do we do this?  How can Bethel possibly reverse these trends among the 
youth entrusted to our care? 
 
1 https://www.barna.com/research/competing-worldviews-influence-todays-christians/  retrieved 
July 18, 2019 
2 Ibid  
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1) Contextualizing Teaching – “The Journey”… 
 
Two years ago, we began framing our middle school Confirmation 
instruction around experience, then naming the biblical/theological concept 
behind that experience.  Recording their experiences and progress using a 
“passport” (complete with stamps and stickers), students “travelled” around 
the Scriptures and Small Catechism first experiencing something, then 
grounding that experience in the Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Sacraments and more! 
 
Highlights included… 
 

…wrestling with what constitutes theft by considering one man’s pursuit to reclaim a priceless piece of 
artwork looted from his grandparents by the Nazis (i.e., the 7th Commandment) 

 
…learning about radical forgiveness from Mary Johnson, whose son was murdered – but who not only 

forgave her son’s killer, but embraced him as her son (i.e., the 5th Commandment) 
 
…discovering what water from the old Schmidt Brewery has to do with our Christian faith (i.e., Baptism). 

 
As you may recall, the Spirit even guided us to see what ketchup has to do with our lifetime of following Christ! 
 
At Bethel, our focus is about putting the truths of Scripture (and, by extension, the Confessions) into context in 
order to give our youth the “framework” on which to hang the truth-filled concepts we want them to embrace 
for a lifetime. 
 
2) Fun with a Very Specific Purpose – “John1516s”… 
 
Two summers ago, Pastor Nick Kooi (Emmaus) and I wanted to have 
something for our teens to do during the “dog days.” We wanted those 
Tuesdays to be fun, to be sure…but, we wanted them to be more. John1516s is 
grounded in and guided by the simple premise that youth can have fun by 
overtly serving in the Lord’s name at the same time! To date, our youth have 
packed countless meals for hungry kids through Feed My Starving Children. 
We have cleaned classrooms at the Jeremiah Project in Minneapolis. They 
have cobbled together clothing at Bundles of Love. They put God’s Word in 
backpacks for the recent LCMS National Youth Gathering. And, they had fun 
being the literal hands and feet of Jesus Christ in the process! 
 
These days, kids have myriad options through community organizations for camps and activities. John1516s 
exists to do more…it exists to give these kids the same opportunities for fun, while very specifically tying them to 
their Savior who is working through them! 
 
3) Something Bigger than Themselves – John1516s & National Youth Gathering… 
 
One of the most important features of our John1516s program is that it’s not just Bethel youth participating! 
This summer, paired with youth from Emmaus and three OELMS (i.e., Ethiopian Oromo) congregations – the 
average 33 young people who are serving Jesus each week this summer are learning that they are part of 
something much, much bigger because of the Christ they serve! For these youth, the “Church” is not simply a 
concept…it’s a reality they experience and live on a weekly basis! 
 
(cont. next page) 
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Beyond that, four of Bethel’s youth experienced part of Christ’s (even 
bigger) one Christian Church while at this summer’s LCMS National 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, which had an excess of 22,000 
people in attendance – many from congregations and youth groups 
no bigger than Bethel’s. Our youth served Christ at Tubman family shelter services on a Friday morning. 
They quickly became good friends with a youth group from southwest Michigan, eating, learning and 
worshipping with them, and with the thousands of others participating in the Gathering. They are already 
looking forward to returning in three years to the 2022 National Youth Gathering…next time in Houston, TX.  
 
4) Future Direction and Innovation… 
In 1986, the American pop music group Timbuk 3 famously predicted: “The future’s so bright, I gotta wear 
shades.”  But, if it’s true those “shades” have become “blinders” for the Church in relation to our youth in the 
enduing 33 years, we must think differently about how we’ve done youth ministry and will do it going 
forward. And, there – I think – is the key idea…”relation”. 
 
For too long, the Church decided to pursue “program.”  We wanted good “content.”  We sought flash and 
music and relativity. Think about it, though.  When Jesus was encountered by the “children” (cf. Luke 18), 
was He concerned with program or content or a cool “youth pastor” wearing Vans??? No. All Jesus was 
concerned about was relating to those kids!!! 
 
Authenticity. Willingness to engage. Willingness to not know the answers, but to find them WITH youth 
(particularly in the pages of God’s inerrant Word). Unwillingness to waver on the Truth (who is Jesus Christ) 
in a pluralistic world. These are the kinds of things that have stood the test of time with kids (as Jesus 
Himself testified to). And, these are the kinds of things we’ll continue to pursue – and, with the Spirit’s help 
and guidance – perfect in the coming months and years. To that that end, a few directions our youth 
ministries seem to be going and innovating in the future, include: 

…amplifying of the John1516s summer program to year-round (perhaps monthly) service opportunities; 

…expansion of the John1516s program to elementary-aged youth (called “John Juniors”); 

…pursuit of non-linear/outside-the-box youth group ministry, through possible engagement with groups 
from around the country via Facetime and yearly service projects; 

…offerings of conversation, education and support for parents – who themselves may not know (or 
believe) in the “biblical worldview” of which Barna speaks; 

…eventual addition of paid staff who would serve and grow our single, multi-congregation youth 
ministries. 

 
The question remains and lingers – how can Bethel possibly reverse these decades-in-the-making trends 
among the youth entrusted to our care? Put in Professor Alles’ context – how can Bethel possibly do 
anything positive with less than 1% of young people having a truly biblical worldview??? 
 
Because we worship a God and serve a Savior who never fails, we trust Him and His Spirit to guide us 
faithfully…and, we start with that one kid (and her one parent) at a time. 
 
My continued thanks to you, Bethel members, for your prayers for and support of our youth ministries! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Prin 
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Here’s What’s  

Happening  
at  

Bethel 

 

Baby Items Drive: For our May service project, we col-
lect items for Baby Shower Baskets, which are used by 
local organization Cradle of Hope to bless expectant 
mothers who need the support and resources. Many 
Bethel folks donated baby items such as diapers and 
clothes, and then we assembled baskets following wor-
ship on May 19.  
Confirmation Sunday: We affirmed the baptisms of 
Bethel's eight confirmands on June 2 during the 9:30 
worship service. We enjoyed a beautiful service, and 
numerous friends and family joined us in celebrating 
the confirmands. Each confirmand completed their 
learning with an art project that depicted a Confirma-
tion topic that impacted their faith. The projects were 
on display in the Narthex on Confirmation Sunday. 
Annual Congregational Meeting: Bethel’s Annual Meet-
ing was held on June 23. The 2019-2020 Proposed 
Budget was passed, and members of the leadership 
team were elected for a 2-year term. These include: 
Kirsten Head (Education); Bonnie Renner (Fellowship); 
Rebecca Wilharm (Service); Randy Wilharm (Worship). 
The Outreach Leader position received no nomina-
tions. (See meeting minutes on page 5.) 
National Youth Gathering: This national event of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is held every three 
years, and this summer took place in Minneapolis, July 
11-15. The theme was “Real. Present. God.” LCMS youth 
from all over the country gathered to spend time to-
gether in God’s word, worship, service, and fellowship. 
Four Bethel youth attended, along with Pastor Prin and 
John Collister. The youth enjoyed a concert by Toby 

Mac, did a service project, attended daily worship 
services, and heard from multiple inspirational 
speakers. They came away feeling challenged and 
encouraged in their faith! 

Summer Worship: During the hottest months, we 
gather for worship in the air-conditioned Fellowship 
Hall. Join us downstairs each week, June 9 through 
August 25. 
Summer Youth Program: The “john 1516eens” sum-
mer program is underway. This joint ministry of 
Bethel and Emmaus Lutheran Church is geared for 
7th-12th graders, and combines fun activities with 
service opportunities. Meeting almost weekly, the 
youth have enjoyed going to a water park, a movie 
theater, and a trampoline park among other fun 
things. The youth have served others at Jeremiah 
Project, Feed My Starving Children, and by helping 
prep backpacks for the National Youth Gathering. 
The summer program wraps up on July 30. 

 

Worship Service at Concordia: Bethel will join Con-
cordia Academy for an outdoor worship service to 
praise and thank God for Concordia’s 125 years. The 
service is on July 28 at 10:00 AM. Bring lawn chairs 
and join us there! No Sunday morning activities will 
be held at Bethel that day. 
Faith Sunday at Target Field: Join friends from area 
churches for an afternoon at the ballgame. Come 
cheer on the Twins on Sunday, August 25, starting 
at 1:10pm. Group tickets (for sections 310) are $23 
each; reserve your tickets by July 28 by contacting 
the church office or talking to Bonnie Renner. 
Bethel Facility in Use: Please note that the building 
will be in use for a few upcoming special events. The 
Karen congregation, St. John’s Anglican, will be 
hosting a wedding on Saturday, August 17, with 
decorating and setup on the 16th. St. John’s will also 
be doing a summer Bible school for the kids in their 
congregation August 20-23. Later this fall, on Octo-
ber 12, Pastor Prin will be presiding over a wedding 
at Bethel. 
Sunday School Party: Sunday school for kids and 
youth resumes Sunday, September 8, at 11:00 am, 
with our annual kickoff party. Please join us for 
games and treats! 

What’s Happened 

What’s In Progress 

What’s going to happen 
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2019 Confirmation 

From the Office  
 

Summer is slipping by so quickly! I hope you’ve had times of refreshment amidst busy summer activities. 
In just over a month, Sunday school will resume for Bethel kids and youth. Please pray for those who are 
planning and preparing for this. And perhaps consider how you can be involved! Whether as a substi-
tute teacher, an extra pair of hands to help in class, or heading up a service project for the kids, we wel-
come anyone who would like to participate in this important ministry of Bethel. — Alaina 

 

Bulletin and E—News  
Announcements are due by 
Wednesday of each week. 

For sale: 1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass Sierra. Good condition, very low mileage. If you’re interested 
or would like more information, please contact Nancy at 651-633-3555. 

Other Volunteer Opportunities at Bethel 
Pew Servicing (once a week for one month out of the year) 

Sunday Worship Team (4-week rotation) 

Talk to Alaina for more information! 

 
 
 
 
Back row: Rev. Andrew Prin, Cameron, Caleb, 

Alida, Quenby 
Front row: Zander, Darin, Anna, Elijah 
Photos of the Confirmation Art Projects can be 

found at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmDYpPhu  

Photo Credit: Jim Nash 
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GodSpeak Groups 
Tuesday:    
7:30 am 2nd & 4th of the month at Suzie Norris' (1276 Dayton Ave) 
 Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454) & Suzie Norris (651-645-3811) 

10 am at Bethel in the Conference Room — Leader:  Andrew Prin (612-868-0927) 
 

Wednesday:   
6 pm (African)  (Rotates homes each week) — Leader:  Lusienie Fofana  
          (651-216-9242) 
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study at Bethel — September through May 
 
We are actively working to build up and grow our GodSpeak groups this year. Watch for new groups 
starting up, and join us in reading and studying God’s Word with our Bethel family! 

Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible 
as a congregation.  We call it 

GodSpeak: God speaks to you 
through His Word and God 

speaks through you to others.    

Service 
 
 
Pew Servicing 
Ken & Connie Halverson 
Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber, 
Karita Wienke 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
8/5: Bob Holst 
8/12: David Stueber 
8/19: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
8/26: Kane Bade & Suzie Norris 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pew Servicing  
Alaina Gall 
Counting Team #3  
Jim Nash, Sharon Bartels, Tim 
Schmalz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
9/2: Holiday 
9/9: David Stueber 
9/16: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
9/23: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
9/30: Karen Bade & Sharon Bartels 
 
 
 

 
 
Pew Servicing  
Alaina Gall 
Counting Team #2 Karen Bade, Don 
& Carolyn Weber 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
10/7: Bob Holst 
10/14: David Stueber 
10/21: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
10/28: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
Banner Assembling: Thurs, Oct 24 
 

August September October 
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Sunday Serving Schedule 



Bethel Lutheran Church LCMS 
670 W Wheelock Parkway 

    Saint Paul MN 55117 
    651-300-2642 

    blc@bethelstpaul.com 
    bethelstpaul.com 

Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 am  
Sunday Morning Bible Hour  11:00 am 

 Sunday Morning African Worship 11:00 am 
 

GodSpeak Midweek Bible Groups  (See page 7) 
Tuesday Morning Prayer  9:30 am 
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