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“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.’” (Luke 2:15) 
 
In the wake of the miraculous and dynamic appearance of the Heavenly Host, 
what did the shepherds say? 
 

Was it: “Did you see that, Phil?  Or, was it just me?” 
Was it: “Wow!  That must have been something I ate!” 
Was it: “Let’s go…check on the sheep real quick!” 
 

See, in the wake of God’s miraculous gift of His angelic chorus, the shepherds 
didn’t second guess what they had seen and heard… 
 
…they didn’t chalk it up to a bad night’s sleep because of upset stomachs… 
 
…they didn’t even bother to worry about their most important and prized 
possessions. 
 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened…”  They just went. 
And, once they had seen, heard and worshipped Jesus – what did they do? 
 
“…they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child…” (Luke 2:16) 
 
As Christmas gets further into 2020’s rearview mirror – as we reflect on the myriad 
ways His Spirit blessed us in the past year and as we look ahead to these twelve 
months to come, I am thankful for your willingness to and eagerness for Bethel to 
continue being the kind of congregation which echoes the shepherds’ joyous 
strain: “Let’s go…!” 
 

Regarding our youth ministries – 2019 was a most blessed year of: threefold 
participation increase, new mission partnerships and receipt of a three year 
financial commitment from the Minnesota South District for school bus 
transportation during our summer program! 

 
So in 2020, “Let’s go…” and; 
 

…add new faces to our summer program, because we have the 
momentum to do so (along with the literal spaces on each week’s 
bus this summer)! 

 
…begin the process of building on to our John1516s program to include 

elementary-aged youth in a service/fun program designed just for 
them! 

 
…discover how to best manage these faith-building groups going 

forward.  Have we reached a limit where Pastors Kooi, Yosef and I 
can effectively lead and build on these programs while still tending 
to our other responsibilities?  Are we at a point where we now need 
a DCE or other ministry partner to be dedicated – not just to one 
congregation – but to a host of youth service programs which 
benefit K-12 youth from a host of congregations?!  Let’s go…and 
find out! 
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Regarding our “Workship” Sundays – 2019 showed us what material good in the Lord’s name Bethel can do 
when we pair solid worship with overt service in the same hour on Sunday mornings. Because of your 
faithfulness, we provided: blankets and gifts for 50 + orphan kids; baskets of essential items for mothers 
keeping (rather than aborting) their babies; the only Christmas gifts 55 formerly incarcerated brothers 
and sisters received this year…and, much more! 

 
So in 2020, “Let’s go…” and; 
 

…amplify the number and range of agencies trying to tend to saints’ needs around the Twin Cities. 
 
…pray and plan for the financial resources and Bethel member creativity to address these identified 

needs. 
 

…add more Workship Sundays to our Sunday schedule this year!  Let’s go…let’s provide for and serve 
these brothers and sisters in Christ’s name! 

 
Regarding Bethel members who find it difficult to make it to Bethel – 2019 showed us what can happen when 

a few dedicated, tech-savvy members get their hands on a few low-cost tablet computers. The result?  
New ways of connecting these vital and active Bethel members to the range of worship and special event 
activities going on around the building! 

 
So in 2020, “Let’s go…” (and, we already are going) to broaden the menu of what these members have 

access to, while learning more about how to keep them and us actively involved with each other! 
 
Regarding “GodSpeak” Small Groups – 2019 showed us that Bethel is blessed with active groups of members 

who meet throughout the week – outside of Sundays – to study God’s Work and for fellowship. 
 

In 2020, “Let’s go…” and: make those groups easier for new faces to enter, while adding to the number of 
options and interests for all of Bethel to be blessed by! 

 
Regarding the development of LCMS leaders – as we begin the New Year, Bethel is privileged to be hosting 

Rev. Fikru Eticha, as he completes a liturgical leadership internship in order to become a pastor in the 
LCMS! Having previously led Lutheran-Christian worship services in Oromo (Ethiopian), Pastor Eticha has 
been challenged to learn to lead LCMS Divine Service liturgy in English.  And, I remain most grateful for 
Bethel’s partnership in providing the venue for Pastor Eticha to practice! 

 
But, as we approach 2020’s Pentecost Sunday (which will be Pastor Eticha’s final Sunday with Bethel), he 

has… 
 

…challenged me to lead a future LCMS worship service in Oromo!  To which, I say: “Let’s go!”  
 
As Christmas gets further into 2020’s rearview mirror, I am thankful for your willingness to make Bethel the kind 
of congregation which echoes the shepherds’ joyous strain: “Let’s go…!” 
 
As 2020 begins to unfold, I look forward to discovering with you where the Holy Spirit is leading and will 
provide, so that we may faithfully “make widely known” the truth, the reality and the work of Jesus Christ in the 
world! 
 
Let’s go! 
 
My continued thanks to you, Bethel members, for your support and prayers of our youth ministries! 
 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Prin 
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THANKS!! I am thanking God for the generous Bethel Community that gives because of 
God’s love! 
  

Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. Psalm 106:1 
 

November VOA Fund Raiser: 
Thank you Bethel Family for showing God’s love to those at the Volunteers of America- 
Residential Re-Entry Center (VOA-RRC). During the month of November it was my pleasure 
to bring several trunk loads of donations to the VOA. I also spent Thrivent Action Team of 
$250 on hygiene items. Your donations filled up the room with winter clothes, jeans, hygiene 
items & etc. What a gift you are to the VOA! The money donations will be spent in January 
and I will be purchasing men’s belts, underwear and jeans for the men and women. 
 

December Service Project: 
Thanks to those who wrote Christmas cards on December 8 and those who assembled the 
stockings on December 22 for VOA residents. The stockings (donated by Cindy Johnson) 
were filled with Bombas socks (donation from Bombas to VOA), a toothbrush (donation from 
Park Dental), post-it notes (donation from a Bethel member 3M employee!), a notebook, a 
pen, Dove candy, microwave popcorn (from Thrivent Action Team funds) and a pillowcase 
(donated by Cindy Johnson). The stockings were delivered to the VOA on Christmas Eve!   

Thank You from Lynne Rustad 

 Trust Crowds out Worry By Pastor Lusienie Fofana 

You cannot stop a baby’s cry by giving him a rattle when he is hungry. He will keep on crying 
until his hunger is satisfied by the food his little body demands.  
 

Neither can the soul of a mature person be satisfied apart from God. David described the hun-
ger of every human being was he said, “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my 
soul for you, O God” (Ps. 42:1). 
 

Two conflicting forces cannot exist in one human heart, because when doubt reigns, faith can-
not abide. Where hatred rules, love is crowded out. Where selfishness rules, there love cannot 
dwell. When worry is present, trust cannot crowd its way in. 
 

Brothers and sisters, in the same way God will not share his rightful place in our lives with any-
thing or anyone less than Himself. Is anything crowding God out of your heart today? Do not 
give first place to anything less than Christ Jesus, but “commit your way to the LORD” (Ps. 37:5). 
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Bethel’s December Living Nativity 
On December 14th , Bethel hosted its seventh an-
nual “A Living Nativity”. There was a good turnout 
of guests, some of whom had come in previous 
years, and this is now an event that is part of their 
seasonal traditions. 
The skit, performed outside by a costumed cast of adults, teens and kids, told the Christmas 
story in metered verse, and concluded with the carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” Also out-
side, visitors enjoyed a fire pit and a petting zoo of friendly goats and sheep. 
In the festively decorated Lounge we served a wide variety of Christmas cookies, baked and 
donated by Bethel members, together with hot drinks, including French pressed coffee from 
the Velasquez Family roastery. A Christmas ornament craft in the conference room was very 
popular with the kids who attended. 
The biggest crowd pleaser was the beautiful string trio that performed in the Sanctuary, with 
garland-festooned candelabra as a backdrop. The trio performed arrangements of Christmas 
music, as well as accompanied the audience in singing carols. In the quiet of the Sanctuary, sur-
rounded by Christmas decorations and candles in the windows, this combination of concert 
and sing-along was a meaningful way to worship and celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Many thanks go to all the Bethel volunteers who helped with the Living Nativity, from baking 
cookies to decorating, setting up to serving, performing in the skit to helping clean up. We had 
a lot of help and support for this event, and I believe all who volunteered enjoyed the evening. 
Thanks be to God, above all, for giving us this opportunity to bless and assist the Christmas cel-
ebrations of all who attended. 
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Here’s What’s  

Happening  
at  

Bethel 

Thanksgiving Service: On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 27 we held a Thanksgiving service at 5:30. 
Church Decorating: Decorating the church for 
Advent and Christmas took place on Saturday, 
November 30. There was a good turnout of 
volunteers, and the entire main floor was beau-
tifully decked out with trees, lights, and green-
ery until January 11. 
Living Nativity: We hosted our annual Living 
Nativity on December 14. See page 5 for more 
details about the event! 
Midweek Advent: We had 7pm services on 
Wednesdays in December, starting with a 
“Hanging of the Greens” service that shared the 
reasons for the traditions we follow during Ad-
vent and Christmas. 
Workship Events: The congregation participat-
ed in two “workship” projects in December, ser-
vice projects that immediately follow a Sunday 
worship service. Both projects helped bless the 
VOA (see page 4). 
Christmas Worship: We held worship services 
on December 24 and 25. The Christmas Eve 
service featured lessons and carols, with can-
dlelight during the concluding song, “Silent  

Night.” Christmas Day worship included be-
loved carols, readings from Luke 2, and a 
message about God’s gift of Jesus.  
Movie Night: On January 8, the Confirma-
tion class joined the Wednesday evening 
Women’s Bible study to watch “War Room,” a 
film about the power and importance of 
prayer. The film stars Priscilla Shirer, who au-
thored the Bible study that the women’s 
group went through in the fall. 

Confirmation: Wednesday evenings at Beth-
el, 7-8pm. 
Bible Study: We have numerous Bible study 
groups that meet throughout the week (see 
page 10). We would love to have you join a 
group if you’re not yet part of one! Contact 
Alaina in the office, or a Bible Study leader, 
for more info. 
Bible Bowl: This year, the Bible Bowl youth 
are studying the book of Judges. Practices 
started in December, with the tournament 
coming up in April. 
Sunday School: During the 11:00 education 
hour on Sundays, the youth (7th grade and 
up) are learning about Church history. Kids 
age 3 up through 6th grade are learning 
about the Psalms through lessons and art 
projects. 

Ash Wednesday: Join us for the beginning of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 26, at 
7pm. Lenten services continue on Wednes-
days through April 1, with Holy Week starting 
on April 5 (Palm Sunday). 
5th Sunday Celebration: Sunday, March 29th 
will have combined worship at 9:30, followed 
by a potluck. 

What’s Happened 

What’s In Progress 

What’s going to happen 
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We thank and praise God for the Baptism of Madelyn Hartnett-Collister. 
 

With thankfulness to God, we welcome new Bethel members Vance Schrimpf, Austin 
Murdoch, and Magan Koscher. 

Membership Changes 

From the Office  
 Many Thanks! Thank you to everyone who gave generously of their time and 
resources in December. Contributions to bless the recipients of the Giving Tree; and the 
manifold ways people gave money, help, and time to our Living Nativity event — Bethel is 
blessed by the outpouring of love and generosity from its members. Thank you for 
supporting the ministry and people of Bethel! May God return to you blessing for blessing. 
         — Alaina 
 

Bulletin and E—News  
Announcements are due by 
Wednesday of each week. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

We are looking for additional help with Audio/Visual on Sunday mornings, as 
well as help with tidying the pews during the week. Low time commitment. 

Talk to Alaina to see what’s involved! 

Christian Education Assistance 
Bethel members who send their children to Christian schools may 

apply for education assistance from Bethel. Please contact the 
office for guidelines and requirements. Applications for assistance 

are available in the office and due by February 26. 
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GodSpeak Groups 
Tuesday:    
7:30 am 2nd & 4th of the month at Suzie Norris' (1276 Dayton Ave) 
 Leaders: Bob Holst (651-645-7454) & Suzie Norris (651-645-3811) 
10 am at Bethel in the Conference Room — Leader:  Andrew Prin (612-868-0927) 
 

Wednesday:   
6:30 am (time and day subject to change) Men’s Bible Study Breakfast at Neighborhood Café —  
 Leader: Mark Meier (612-381-4764) 
6 pm (African)  (Rotates homes each week) — Leader:  Lusienie Fofana  
          (651-216-9242) 
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study at Bethel — September through May — Leaders: Lynne Rustad  
 (651-489-6834) & Alaina Gall (651-214-5852) 
 

Bethel Lutheran reads the Bible 
as a congregation.  We call it 

GodSpeak: God speaks to you 
through His Word and God 

speaks through you to others.    

Service 
 
 
Pew Servicing 
Alaina Gall 
Counting Team #1 Dave Stueber, 
Karita Wienke. Deb Schultz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
2/3: Bob Holst 
2/10: David Stueber 
2/17: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
2/24: Kane Bade & Suzie Norris 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pew Servicing  
Karen Bade 
Counting Team #3  
Jim Nash, Sharon Bartels, Tim 
Schmalz 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
3/2: Bob Holst 
3/9: David Stueber 
3/16: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
3/23: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
3/30: Karen Bade & Sharon Bartels 
 
 
 

 
 
Pew Servicing  
Carolyn Weber 
Counting Team #2 Karen Bade, Don 
& Carolyn Weber 
Meals on Wheels Delivery 
4/6: Bob Holst 
4/13: David Stueber 
4/20: Alaina Gall & David Stueber 
4/27: Karen Bade & Suzie Norris 
 
 

February March April 
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Sunday Serving Schedule 



Bethel Lutheran Church LCMS 
670 W Wheelock Parkway 

    Saint Paul MN 55117 
    651-300-2642 

    blc@bethelstpaul.com 
    bethelstpaul.com 

Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 am  
Sunday Morning Bible Hour  11:00 am 

 Sunday Morning African Worship 11:00 am 
 

GodSpeak Midweek Bible Groups  (See page 8) 
Tuesday Morning Prayer  9:30 am 
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